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SELECTING COMPLEXITY-APPROPRIATE APPROACHES

How to choose the approach or combination of approaches

appropriate for a particular evaluation. Contains several

useful tables including: 
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WHAT IS COMPLEXITY

An accessible introduction to complexity and why it matters

for policy-making. Describes and illustrates the properties of

Complex systems with images, definitions and examples.

THE CHALLENGES OF COMPLEXITY TO EVALUATION

Illustrates why and how complexity creates challenges for

evaluation, with examples.

COMMISSIONING AND MANAGING EVALUATIONS

How planning and managing can help to understand,

anticipate and navigate the challenges posed by complexity.

Includes a list of questions that commissioners can use to

aid planning at each stage of the evaluation planning

process.

The Centre for the Evaluation 
of Complexity Across the Nexus
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unique coalition of experts to
address some of the greatest
issues in policy making and
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Answering evaluation questions – matching evaluation

questions with methods and approaches.

Tackling different aspects of complexity – matching

complexity challenges with methods and approaches.

Circumstances affecting feasibility – exploring the

strengths and weaknesses of different methods and

approaches, including the specialist skills and levels of

resource required.


